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The research reported in this paper has three major 
to assess the development of racial attitudes in urban 
to evaluate the effects of race of examiner on children's 
attitudes, and to examine some of the perceptual correlates 
attitudes. It was predicted that older children would 
faces of another race as less distinctive from one another 
d younger children. Two interrelated studios were conducted. 

was a testing program which assessed the racial attitudes 
, fourth, and sixth grade children. The variables were, in 
to chronological aae: race of subject, race of examiner, and 
esting instrument--direct questionnaire, social Distance 
d projective. The second studv selected a subsample of these 
who were instructed to judge the similarity of schematic 
of facial pairs which varied systematically along a number 
us dimensions. An apparent decline in prejudice with age was 
on a direct questionnaire and Social Distance Scale, but was 
nt on a more indirect measure. This suggests that the 
f social desirability must be considered, even in measuring 
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The work I 'a going to discuss today represents a-m* preliminary 
data obtaload on a project concerned with tho taeasureaent of racial 
attitudes in children. Although we clearly live in a society where 
racial problems era extremely prominent, e perusal of the social science 
literature In this area indicates that ratearch and theory have not kept 
pace with tha aagnituda of contemporary problems. In a recant review v 
dealing with tho development of Intergroup attitudes, for example 
(Proahansky, 1966), only about 13X of the over 290 studies cited Wet* 

t 

conducted after I960. 

* | , v 

Thera are a number of reasons why much of this earlier work mag no 
longer be televant to today'a society the first has to do with tho 

I • 1 . 

increasing verbalisation of racial problems in e.n aadia. It voaU not ; 
be surprising, for ex ample, to fiod that children's attitudes, or it lout 
thoir expression of them, have changed considerably ea a result of our 
growing racial consciousness. The second ieauo hae to do with the methods 
of iaaoaslag attitudes. Heny of the techniques that have been traditionally 
used to aeature attitude* in children epp**t Singularly inappropriate 
(e.g. Adorno it e\, 1950) and inaanaltlya in tha light of tha degree of 
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aophfstlcatloo of today's youngsters. 

Tba research to bo reported baa thraa major purposae. Tha first 
vaa to eaeees tha development of racial attitudes In uchan chi Id ran. 
Toward a thia end, several different types of miiumi vara employ ad, 
both direct aod indirect, with both Mack and white a levant ary school 
children. Thera fa a particular paucity of aapiricei information ’ 
regarding black children's racial attitudes, a aonavhat aurpriaing gap 
in our kocwledgs cooaidaring tha enormous changes occurring in tha black 
community. A second purpose was to evaluate tha affects of race of 
examWr on children's expressed attitudes. A considerable body of 
evidence attests to the fact that children's behavior is influenced by 
the characteristics of tha axaminar, and social attitudas night be 
expected to reflect eimllar influence. A final aim of tha present 
research vaa to examine acme of the perceptual correlates of racial atti- 
tudes. it has bean found that ethnic avaraoeae and categorisation 
developmsntally precede the adoption of coherent attitudes. Tha Ration 

‘ i 

explored in the preaent research vaa vhat developmental perceptual 
* changes occur as attitudes bacons mors crystallised in elementary school 

* r* « 

children. Bov, for example, do children of different egea view facial; 
pairs varying along certain stimulus rharocteristicst bo judgments of 
inter- aid let re* racial diffareocsr shorn specific developmental tfttodet 
Steed in part on bollard end Milter's hypothesis of acquired equivalence 
of cuss resulting from labels, it veo predieted that older children 
voutd perceive feces of another race ee less distinctive from one another 
0 th# mid you agar children. 

ERIC 
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In cn atccnp t to obtain information with regard to that* queatlona* 
two interrelated stud it a war* conducted. Tha firat vaa a tcating prof ran 
which aaaaaaad tha racial attltwdae of second* fourth and alxth grada 
child ran. Tha variable* which ware studied, in addition to chronological 
ago, wares race of eubjact, race of txeoinar t and typa of tact leg 
inatrwnont (dlraot quaatloonalre, aoclal diatanca a cole, and projective). 
Tha aacond atudjr oat acted a aubaaaple of thaaa children who wart inatruc* 
tod to judge tha ainllaritjr of achematie drawing# of facial pair# which 
varied eyatcaMtlcally along a oonber of atiaulua dlnanaiooa. 

ptoemut 

Subject . All aubjacte ware drawn froai a racially lntagratad public 
eleneatary aobool in Mew York City. The neighborhood the school d*WW 
its population fron was largely lower~»lddlt' elate. Tha area had pjtw* 
vtoualy bean an all-white naighborhood which waa oow undargoing a 
procaaa of tranaltlon. 

gjgUlm X» A battery of flva ttiti ware edninletered to a 1st 

\ ' 

•ecoodi fawrth» and aUth grrde claaata over two aaaaloua. tha flflit 

: S‘f» 

teat waa a General Intolerance Scale which elicited agree -disagree., 
autananta regarding racial ball# fa and practical. The aeoood teaD waa 
a Social Diatanca Seel a. Onllka earlier vara Iona which aakad queatiene 
raiiardlng aba tract racial label*, thla teal; weed aU ftcttal photogfa p hft 
ol chtldraft •• fttiamli. Question* about tha degree of lettaacy datirad 
wftth each raagftd Iran wa&Mng tv lift in the mm city to iavitiftg tha 
child hana to dianer. Tha atUuli ware picu^w of two black) two whita 
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end two Chinese children— one of each m*-(ilwv ilU« I a ad 2), Tbc 
third lsetrumnt was a DogaittM 8 -jU which was a children' a version 
of tha inatrunaat cavleeed by Rokeach with adults. The fourth, a 
Self •Coot apt qwtaMonoalra, cMtiiosd tan positive and can negative 



) \ 



O 
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adjactivaa with which tha children described both tbaawalvae and their 
ideal luagas. finally, a Projective Prejudice cast wee ednioietered. 

Thie latter *eet was an original i net meant deaignad by the eenlor 

• * ** 

anther, which depleted elides of aebiguoua interracial situations. the 
children were asked to select which of severe alternatives were nest 
likely for each picture. 8one depicted positive events, while others 
showed aggressive situations. Itie alternatives wars rated ia advance ‘ 

r •> * f 

as to degree of prejudice for children of each racial group (shew alldrfs 

•l 

2 and 4). 
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A total of 162 children were tested, two classes at each of tha 



thrao age lawela. Fm oea claaarocn et each grads level, the person 



i iV; 

.'ill 






giving the instructions vie Negro j for the other, the exaniner wee whit^t, 



ri< 



Both testers wets f.enals, In thslr niddle treaties. In ell instaeeee, 

' ! i.U > 

hMh t«.t*r. Mr. Mtutlf ,r.M.t I. tM m., ib. .itustioa mi Mt ; iL-, 

. # ■ i -t i * . 
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wp, bow* ter, so that one person wee clearly In charge end the other 



■ i\' 



'.h 



see is ted in the hash of the roon with tha. projector, and eel lasting tl^.. 



papers, the subjects were told that thay did not have to affix their 



IV5 



nones to tha papers, end that we were interested in finding ewt whet 









children of different age* thought about different things, the ones- .< 






tioes were reed aloud hy the exawl ear ineherge to obviate nay reeding 



ufc. 



litffiowUlse the ehildtes night have bad(» 
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lawrifBt For tht aecood experiment i total of (0 block oof 
white children «t oocb of the thro* grade levele wore ooloetod for 
individual perceptual teatlng. Within oocb ego and reciel group* half 
were toe tod individually by e white exaninar* eod bell by o block coo* 
nlnar* 

Iko perceptual teat tog eapteyed the eppavetue about in the elide 
vtteh ic a con tin* out eliding ecalr (shew elide 5). The procedure le 
•ore folly daecrlbed in Kata e£ il (1970). Iho children were ioa true tod 
that they were to wove the lever to indicate how einilar two focoa 
looked. One aide wee dealgoated the identity aide ("they look exactly 
alike - like twine")* and the other aa ntxieal difference ("ee different 
at they can be"). The elide poire differed along a amber of dlawneiono 
including color* abode* type of enpreaalon* typo of hair and a hope of 
eyebrow (chow exonpiea on otidee). the otiouli were ecbomtie facet 
drawn onto varying ehedee of eooatrwetioo paper. They were expoaed 

tochletoaceplcally for one aacoed. Only reeel to with regard to block* . 

• . \ 

white pair* aed Caecaalan aod negro abode difference a will ha diecaeeed.* 1 ' 

t 

k*mrg 

Kxnarlntat X* the three tefV* puvpertleg ta m a i n prejudice wert| 
the General Intelereeee fcele* toei W>bM« Scale aod the frejoetlwo 
trojodioo Teat. The mono obtained ae each of the three Inetrwuto la 
contained la Table l of tho handout a hoot. Do total range of poeelbtc 

•coma for each mature woo free aero to too on Oeearal latoloroeco 

•;h • M * ' > 

foal a i taro to nina of aaah lohsaotioa of tha gooial blit ante eeala* and, 

' f?' 



14 Co 41 oa tin Projective initnmtt. 2 a Meb instance, the higher 
tcerts wort mooUttd with higher leveta of prejudice. 

Multivariate iMljriH of virimi war* eenducead oa eeoh test, with 
tta three nrUblu of age, cm of wbjMti and roco of nialMr. 
Sfiaalficoafc * 1 * difference# (p«.001) war# obtained oa the Otanl Intel* 
trance aad Stslal Distance acalts. Os both of thoaa InatvuMnt*, 
aaaaorod prejudicial attitudes appear to decline with apt. At absence 
of such dawalo p a ou tat trends with regard to tka Projective tost, bovoVar, 
suggests that this seeuing docile# way actually bo roflactlag tba 
iaeraaaad sophistication of tha older child ran oa taata what* tha socially 
desirable response la aoca obvious. Ibut, it would appear that ia an 

intagratod Rot tha ra urban public school • childran art taught that they 

■ > r . 

art not expected to directly express negative attltudaa t o. >• uso b arb 

J » 'l 

of other racial gro ups , this fti claar fcoa tha low P tavola obtained. .. . ( , 

I , i ‘ » 

by aiath graders on tha 02 teat, Vbau prejudice ia Matured by tha Mfety 
oubtlo altuation of attributing ualevoteat or btMvolant behavior CO 
althar oue'e own or eeether racial group , however, tha attitudes appaa^i 
to reetfln ralatlvoly cons is tent throui cut tha ola M n t a r y school rangt|»; , 
One qoeetloe initially raised f"«et nil tha effect f ? the race of 

exaniner on children's expressed attlhW> 8 o slgaificrv jiffs fe o e' oa 

<* - .i 

oaaociatod with raeo of rtauinsr ware obtained on either tha Oanoral 
Xatolaranea ar tkprejeetfve taita* K» overall race of esaaleer effect 

woe obtained on tha 80 s la 1 Miuwi teals, Ann was, however, a ilpd^ 

• , * 

floant asraoinar affaat with regard to tip OrUttal atiottU, aweh chat 
graatar social diacaaea woa aliaitad ta chaaa pie euros with tha Mach 



exanine r than with tha white om. tor the more, n age x nualMf effect 
«u found with regard te opposite rece etlwuli (l.e. Caucasian pictures 
for Vegro children and Begro pictures far Caucasian children)* Ihia 
lntaractieo indicated that the white exaxlear elicited eon prejudiced 
rneponoea than the Mach ana at the aecoad grade Ural, the axaaloar 
affect at thia level way* once again* be reflecting the relative lech 
of teat-tefcing sophistication on the part of the youngest children* 

Comparisons of responses wade by the blech and white aubjecte ware 
not aignlf leant on the General Intolerance teat* On the Projection teat* 
however* the black children obtained ic— hat falser prejodlce aeorea 
than whites (although vs have net yet biohen thia down to aee if it la 
accounted for primarily by nora poaltlva reaponaaa to blech er nor* 
negative responses ta whites)* Another aignlf leant raca of subject 
affect waa obtained with the •aaM*r*ct > atiauli of the Social Mate* ' 
acala* On thia latter instrument* black tub j act a asp rase nora £rlnodll* 
neat toward* black children than white subjects expressed to other 
white children. Thia itay indicate that color is a were salient con for 
black children. 

PffTTfimf- II* 1* the pa reap teal study* the three types of elides 
et najer interest are thtee which differed tn color (i»e. bleck»vhtte) * 
and the shade variations withla each race. Ike naan ainilarity aaorna 
obtained by each grasp on theta various types af aUdaa are eoatalnad 
in mbit ft of tha bendeet ihaet. The range of peaalbta aearaa wee frog 
•are to twelve* with tha higher • cores being aaaoeletad with free ter par* 
calved diatleetiveaeae af tha atUwlna pairs. 



A repeated-Masures analysis of variance conducted oo that# scores 
revested several significant effects. The effect of type of slide was 
significant, revealing, not surprisingly, that tha black-whitc attdaa 
am gnee rally aaao aa noat distinctive. A significant age affaet 
loldcatad a ganaval daelloa in perceptual distinctiveness vlth aga* Tha 
raea of examiner, h ova vat, ravaalad a contrary trend* Whan Mated by a 
black exaaluer, all color and abode dlffarancaa appeared to be aapllfled, 
Faaaa were judged aa non distinctive by the children with a blaek teeter* 

In addition to tha three wain af facta, a algnlflcant (p< .03) triple later* 
action of axaalner x race of 8 x type of elide woe feuod. This interaotiea 
revealed differential effecta of tha tv© axaadnere on black end vhlte £e, 
•oat particularly with regard to tbe black* vhlte elide pelro. Aa cm be 
eeen in Table 2, vhlte subjects Judged black-white facial pelve aa •ore 
different then bleck aobjeete vhen tea tad by a vhlte ft black tester, tbe 
situation vac rare reed, however, and blaek subject# rated tbe pairs aa 
•ere distinctive thee did vhlte subjects* One possible interpretation of 
this finding ia that the subjects vara •ore heoeefe vhen tested by as exa* 
•Iner of tbe ease race. An alternative interpretation, however, ia that 
a etoce-reee exaainar way have iser Mod the subject's a^eranata of the 
underlying parpoee af the task, with ceaecgesnt inhibitions of dlffiiooeo - ' 
Jadguata. The group that appeared Mxlaaily aeuaitlve to f difference# 
was tha black sixth grad are. their raapouese to black-white pair# differed 
eaonmily with white f. It ia possible that two different seta of aoeiallp 
dae treble valuaa are aaeoeiated with each type of |, i.e* with tbe white &» 
it la daaireble to appear enprejudicod, vheroat with tha blaek f, asp res- 
aloe of racial Identity eay be the wore iapecteac toostderetloa. 

Xo view of the differences esaoctated with type of elidti iodivldoal 



imIjtmi inn eoodvctid for tht thru typaa of illdii. Ihw aaaljraaa 
nrul a significant txaainar offtot for oil tho thrta typoa (atn dif- 
ft rone# with black). Tba davtlopuantal 4 m11m in dlatioetlvtaatt wot, 
hovmr ( only significant for othcr-raca facial ptirt tod not for black* 
Mbits or taut rtet ptirt. Thf.t finding it in aoctxdeoca with initial 
txptctttioos regarding tht acqvirad squlvaltnco of onto. At t tho to 
labtlt btoowa wort firwly sstablUbad, intrs*gtoap parotptwal dlffavaaooo 
cpptrat My dtortttt. 

Owt odd it loot l finding of lnttrttt with ragard to tht analysis of 
Itwt-rtct ttiwll wtt on tgt k root of g inttrtotion 
pt.05) . Ibt wttnt inrolred in ihit inttrtotion art contains* in tohla 3 
on tht hand on t thtat. With a whita axaaioar* intrfgrowp parctptaal 
difftrtncat with regard to thn child 1 # own r total growp iaccatttl with a 
hittk ex twiner. howtter, a dtortttt with ago it found. 

tht finding# of tht first a tody indieatt that tht typo of t ttara 
employed dlffarantlalLy effects tht aatart of dtwtlop w a a tol trend ahttiaOd. 
An tpptrtnt dtolint in pptjodlea with tgt wtt obtained en o dirtet ***#• . 
tioooairt and foetal Die tenet scale, bat was oat trident aa a nova ind tract 
projaotivw Manure. thie suggests that tht offsets tf tooitl dteirsbilmy 

■wet ha eoetldartdi mt la ntetnrlng the attitudes af young child na. 

- * ? * 

it it tlatr that atsth grad* children hare already ‘.earned what tht 

acttptahla rtapoaata art with rtgatd ta Utargrowp attitudes, hat that 

* !» 

their graatar teat uU»c sophlstiaatisa nay bt, in pan* tounfceroetsid 
by tha att of worn tabtla wtaaorat. Clearly, worn such wtttarte ara 
nttdad it wa ara going to accurately ataaaa tath coaptsa attltwdag la 
thlldran. 
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the finding* of eh* second experiment revealed that children's 
perception* of facial etluuli are influenced hy e uu&ber of factor*, 
including the eg* of th* child and the race of the enuMlner. lh* 
developmental trend* obtained indicated that children dedifferentiate 
•hade difference* of other racial group* with increasing «g*. Tht# 
dedlffereatlatlon process nine counter to the wore typical finding in 
perceptual research of increased dlatinctlvtnes* with age, and this 
dlffovence eay represent one of the underlying proceasea neceaaary for 
tha uaintenance of athnic prejudice* It becomes ouch easier to general- 
ise attltudeo to a racial label whan intra-group difference* ere minimised. 
It la Intereating to not* that the perception of a saw -race stimuli 
showed a alight increase in distinctiveness, but only with e white 
examiner. 

The effects associated with the race of exoadntr were coup lex. xeee 
of teeter did not appear Co be particularly important in attitude eases*- 
went, effecting only cone subsection* of on* of ths tests caplojred. 

With regard to perceptual judgeents, hewever, the presence of e blech 
examiner apparently amplified color differences, for bath white and black 
children* Ihe reason for this greater eolor aelienee is not entirely 
clear. There are e number ef possible explanations. The first poealbl* 
llty may have to do with th* relative novelty of being tested by a 
black adult. Although the student body of the school used was inte- 
grated, tha teaching staff was predominantly white. A second possibility 
is that th* black taster a uty have increased the children's awareness ef 
ths underlying purpose of the testing* A thi&d le that exsaluere ef 
different recta uay indirectly provide the child with a different sets 

O 
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of socially desirable rtipotui alternatives. this explanation appeared 
most plausible in the sixth grade black subjects who minimised black- 
white differences with a white examiner' and max Indeed thaw with s 
black examiner. A final possibility which wist be considered la that 
the obtained examiner differences ware cot directly related to race* 
but to other physical or personality characteristics. A elear choice 
amt-ug these various alternatives cL the color amplification finding 
can only be made when a layer sampling of testers and schools are used, 
something we are planning to do in the near future. 
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TABLE ? 

T<KAH_ P feYl CiTP'It.Ai. S tMlIAR lTY S« 





White B Isctc 


BIkc.V Shade 


White Shade 


White-Black 


Black Shad* 


White Shade 


f?rovt> T> . ___ 


Differ;? nc 


T>lf if at «;Ticgc 


J >ijg ? <iTiSriOS8^ _ 


JY If feroncea 


Differences 


Differences 


Second Crxde 


t 

i 

! 












White j?S ; 


4.42 


3.46 


1 .0? 


/,n 


8.12 


7.50 


Black Jr, 


3,f4 


3.04 


S.48 


8.64 


7.2? 


7.30 


Fourth Cm tic 


\ 






' 1 


1 




White fl« 
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